SECURING CHILD SUPPORT

WHAT IS THE CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM?

  The child support enforcement program is a joint effort by federal, state and county governments to locate absent parents, establish and enforce support obligations owed by absent parents to their children, assist with the establishment and enforcement of the non-custodial parent's obligation to provide health insurance coverage, and establish paternity, when necessary.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY FOR CHILD SUPPORT?

  Appear at the Domestic Relations Office in the Courthouse to file a complaint for support.  Staff personnel will interview you in private in order to obtain all the necessary information required to complete the complaint for support.  If at all possible, be ready to supply the absent parent's address, date of birth, social security number and employer's name and address.

DO I NEED AN ATTORNEY?

  Many Domestic Relations cases can be resolved at the conference level without the services of an attorney.  You may wish to proceed with no attorney, with the services of your own attorney or in consultation with the Domestic Relations Child Support Attorney, whose services are available for those plaintiffs filing for child support who need this service.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER A COMPLAINT FOR SUPPORT IS FILED?

  A conference is scheduled at the Domestic Relations Office.  Both the custodial parent and the absent parent must attend this conference.  If both parties are able to reach an agreement as to an amount of support, the agreement is documented and then confirmed by the Court.  Should the parties not reach an agreement on the amount of support, the conference officer will recommend to the Court an amount of support, based on the Uniform State Guidelines, and a support order will be issued.  The support order is usually retroactive to the date of filing the support complaint.  Either party may file demand for hearing if they disagree with the support order, and the case will then be assigned to a Hearing Officer who schedules a formal hearing.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET A SUPPORT ORDER ESTABLISHED?

  The time between the filing of a support complaint and the support conference is approximately four weeks.  Delays may be encountered which can extend the time it takes to establish an order for support.

WHAT IF PATERNITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED?

  It is important that paternity be established as soon as possible, but before the child's 18th birthday.

  The alleged father can either admit or deny that he is the father of the child.  If he admits that he is the father, he will sign a form acknowledging and legal establishing paternity.  If he denies that he is the father, genetic testing may be ordered at the request of the alleged father, or he may request that the paternity issue be decided by the Court in a civil action without a jury.

With the emergence of current sophisticated genetic testing methods, very few cases actually go to Court.

  The cost of genetic testing is assessed against the defendant/father when paternity is established and may be assessed against the plaintiff/mother when allegations of paternity are disproved.

WHAT IF THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE ABSENT PARENT ARE UNKNOWN?

  The Domestic Relations Office will attempt to locate the absent parent by checking local sources of information.  If this is unsuccessful,  the inquiry is referred to the State and Federal Parent Locator Service, which will check appropriate State/Federal sources of information.

ARE THERE ANY FEES CHARGED FOR THESE SERVICES?

  No fee is charged to file a support complaint or to utilize the parent locator service, unless the Federal Parent Locator Service is used in a parental kidnapping case.  A service fee may be charged to file a petition to modify the order for support or to file a Demand for Hearing from the Domestic Relations Conference Officer's recommendation or Exceptions to the Hearing Officer's report.

WHAT IF PAYMENTS ARE NOT MADE ON THE SUPPORT ORDER?

  Your case is assigned to an enforcement officer who will monitor the absent parent's compliance with the Order for Support and will take appropriate action. Failure to pay support as ordered will result in the filing of a contempt petition, intercept of income tax refunds, denial of passports, intercept of state lottery winnings, mandatory court-ordered attachment of income, publication of the names of delinquent support obligors in newspapers, submission of delinquent arrearage balances to credit agencies, denial or suspension of driver’s licenses and CDL licenses and professional licenses of noncustodial parents, and/or any other enforcement procedures available

AM I UNDER ANY LEGAL OBLIGATIONS?

  All parties are required to appear at the Domestic Relations Office, upon proper notice.  A petitioner's failure to appear may result in the dismissal of the complaint/petition.  Both parties are under a continuing legal obligation to report in writing changes in employment, changes in personal or employment addresses or change of address of any child receiving support.  The custodial parent must cooperate with the Domestic Relations Office in establishing the support obligation, establishing paternity, if appropriate, locating the absent parent, providing any information about the absent parent's employment, etc.

HOW OFTEN ARE SUPPORT CHECKS MAILED?

  Support payments will be sent to and from the Pennsylvania State Collection and Disbursement Unit (Pa SCDU) in Harrisburg and will be disbursed within 24 hours of receipt. Each state is required by federal and state law to have one central location to collect and distribute child and spousal support.  The Schuylkill County Domestic Relations Office will no longer collect support payments or issue support checks.  
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