INFORMATION CONCERNING HEARINGS BEFORE THE HEARING OFFICER AND EXCEPTIONS TO THE HEARING OFFICER'S REPORT


Since one of the parties has filed a Demand for Hearing from a Domestic Relations Conference Officer's recommended Order of Support, your support case has been scheduled for a hearing before the Hearing Officer.


The Hearing Officer is an attorney appointed by the Court who acts in the place of a judge for the purpose of conducting a hearing about your support case.  


The hearing before the Hearing Officer is a hearing de novo, which means that the proceedings before the Conference Officer will be disregarded.  The Hearing Officer will hear the case again from the beginning.  


The hearing before the Hearing Officer is a formal judicial proceeding.  The testimony of witnesses will be recorded by an official court reporter.


Hearings before the Hearing Officer are conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure and Evidence applicable to a formal hearing before a Judge.  Witnesses whose testimony is offered by a party will be placed under oath and will be subjected to cross examination.  Witnesses may also be examined by the Hearing Officer.  Any documents which a party wants to introduce into evidence must be marked as exhibits, identified and formally offered into evidence in accordance with the Rules of Evidence.  Because of the formality of the hearing and the complexity of the rules by which it is conducted, parties are advised to obtain the advice and representation of an attorney.  


It is very important that you note that only 45 minutes has been set aside for each hearing.  If your case is a complex case which you feel will take longer than one hour to hear, you must file a petition to have your case designated as a "complex case" so that it can be scheduled for a longer hearing.


The hearing before the Hearing Officer will be the only time that you may testify or present witnesses on  your own behalf.  You must be prepared with the properly executed income and expense statements, wage verification forms and income tax returns which you are required by law to bring to the hearing.  If you do not provide these forms, you shall be subject to contempt powers of the Court. You should also have all of your witnesses present to testify.  A party may subpoena witnesses to testify on his or her own behalf.  


Requests for continuances must be made in accordance with Sch. R.C.P. 1910.12(b)(1).  


After reviewing the testimony and documents introduced into evidence, the Hearing Officer will submit a report and recommendation to the Court.


The Hearing Officer's recommendation will follow the Uniform State Guidelines adopted by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court which can be found at Pa.R.C.P. 1910.16-1-7, unless the testimony at the hearing presents special circumstances to justify a deviation from the guidelines.  


If you object to the Hearing Officer's report and recommendation, you have the right to file exceptions to it and argument on those exceptions will be heard by the Court.  This is a legal argument only (i.e., the judge will not hear anyone testify).  


Exceptions must be filed within ten (10) days of the filing of the Hearing Officer's Report, and the party filing exceptions must comply with Pa.R.C.P. 1910.12 and Sch. R.C.P. 1910.12 pertaining to exceptions to the Hearing Officer's Report.

NEW SUPPORT ORDERS


In an action to establish a new support order, if you are the plaintiff and you do not appear at the time scheduled for the Hearing Officer's hearing, ready to proceed with your case, your complaint will be dismissed.


If you are the defendant and you do not appear at the time scheduled for the Hearing Officer's hearing, a hearing will take place and the Hearing Officer will make a decision based upon the testimony and evidence presented at the hearing.

PETITIONS FOR MODIFICATION


If you have filed a petition to modify an existing support order, you are considered to be the moving party.  If the moving party fails to appear for the hearing, the hearing will take place and the Hearing Officer will 

make a decision based upon the testimony and evidence presented at the hearing.

INTRA-STATE CASES


If your support case is a reciprocal case, you are the plaintiff and you have received a notice specifically directing you to appear for the hearing and you do not appear for the hearing, the case may be dismissed or the hearing may take place and the  Hearing Officer will make a decision based upon the evidence presented at the hearing.  
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